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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicants election without traverse of claims 10- 12 in Paper No. 9 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly clairning the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

3. Claim 10 recites the limitation "the central body portion" in line 4. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 10 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
McPHERSON (U. S. Patent No. 5,281,205). McPherson discloses an access port having an 
upper, lower, and central portions, a reservoir, a septum between the upper and lower portions, 
and a guidewire entry site in the upper body. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
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such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



6. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over McPHERSON as 
applied to claim 10 above, and further in view of CAI et al. (U. S. Patent No. 5,613,945). 
McPherson discloses the claimed invention except for the upper body having an access site 
therein in addition to the guidewire entry site. Cai discloses an access port with two access sites 
in the upper body (Fig. 1). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to use the teachings of Cai in the access port of McPherson in order to 
prevent wear and tear on a drug needle access site by insertion of a guidewire. 



7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. TUCKER (U. S. Patent No. 5,718,682) shows an access port and septum between and 
upper and lower body portion. 



examiner should be directed to Michael Hayes at (703) 305-5873. The examiner can usually be 
reached Monday -Thursday, 7:00-4:30, and on alternate Fridays. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Richard Seidel, can be 
contacted at (703) 308-51 15. The fax number for submitting papers is (703) 305-3590. 



Conclusion 



8. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 




Michael J. Hayes 
12 July 2001 



